BOOK REVIEWS
Lectures in Anaesthesiology 1986/1: J .S. Blackwells Scientific, 107 Barry Street, Carlton, Victoria 3053; $29.95; pp. 98; 155x233 . The contents of this volume are not lectures, but review articles. In addition to the aim of the series stated on the back cover, the authors were also asked to make the reviews suitable for practitioners in low technology societies or developing countries. This is a difficult brief but the authors have succeeded in this aim.
Less successful is the choice of topics. The first four are useful (Local Anaesthetic Agents; Anaesthesia and Uteroplacental Blood Flow; Asthma; and Postoperative Pain Relief). The fifth is on porphyria which is a rarity in most parts of the world and the sixth is on intrathecal-opioids, which is a duplication of the subject of pain relief.
The last item is a fascinating historical vignette on the Prone Position in Anaesthesia (which is based on a lecture) by Dr. Parry Brown. These last three papers seem less suitable for the aim of volume.
The concept of the series is worthwhile but better editorial choice of topics will enhance its value and a full delineation of the brief given to the authors will define the intended readership more clearly.
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